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INTRODUCTION

The Annual Report of Washington State Electiamgpublishedeachyear by the Cffice of the
Secretary of StateThereport analyzesavailable data to provide comparisons and highlight
trends across cycles regardimfection topics such asoter registration, turnout, and ballot
counting.When applicable, the report willlsointroduce new policies and the steps taken to
implement legislation.

Throughout this reportdata and statistics fro@021maybe compared to 201Because of the
similarities between these election¥oter turnout ishistorically lowern oddnumberedyears,
without popular races such asatewide executives dd.S. Presiderdn the ballotgo drive voters
to participate. In odd years, ballots typically contain local measures and offloss local offices
are fouryear termswhich means many dhe offices up for election in 2021 were prieusly up
for election in 2017Both the 2017 General Election and the 2021 General Eldeioéied a state
initiative or referendum measure to be voted upon by the people. Each eleti@mhthree
advisory votes ashe only statewide measures on the ballotor these reasons, the 2017
elections provide the best basis for comparison for the 2021 elections.

Most of the analysis in this report combinésta drawn from ballot reconciliation reports

submitted by eachof WK A y 3G 2y Q& o ¢ CRdryii AISYER | FNIBSWJI (BKIS NBG | i
system Implemented in 2019y oteWAIs a secure, centralized system for both voter registration

and elections management, and contains integrated petitions management, candidate
management, and a sedlervice public portal.Since implementation, it has been used
successfully by all 39 Wasgton counties and the Office of the Secretary of Statd fcelections

and two candidate filing periods.

Thoughthe 2021 electionsmay not havereceived as much attention as the 2020 elections,
election officials and staff in all 39 countigsis theOffice of the Secretary of Statmntinued to

work hard to embody core values of integrity, service excellence, visionary leadership, and
collaboration.This year, the report highlights the efforts of various programs within the Office of
the Secretary of @te, including voter outreach, certification and training, and data integrity.
These programs are a crucial component of bringicgurate, secure, and accessible elections to
the citizens of Washington state.
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H.ECTIORWATA AND REPORTINSEWINTERACTIMEASHBOARDS

hyS 2F (GKS 321rta 2F GKS hF¥FFAOS 2F GKS {SONSB
transparency and public understanding of elections data. This involves providing accurate and
up-to-date data and information on our website and daily data repwtithroughout each

election period.

With this goal in mind, in 2021 we introduced data visualizations on our website. These
interactive reports provide the public with an easily understandable view of election data and
offer a selfservice option for thee researching election data or interested in learning more
about an electionAnyonecan explore and filter election data themselves, potentially reducing
guestions our office gets from the media and the public.

During an election period, our office pudiies daily ballot status reports on our website. This

daily reporting begins two weeks prior to an election and continues every business day until an
election is certified. The ballot status reports contain publicly disclosable information for all
ballotsthat have been returned during an election. There can be a lot of data in these reports. In
GKS Hnun DSYSNIfX 28SNInodm YATtA2Y 2 aKAy3aGz2y
have to sift through and organize millions of rows of data theliress we provide ballot return

statistics. The ballot return statistics report is a summary of the data that is available in the ballot
status reports, provided in a format that is easy to understand taatihelps tell the story of an

election.

Prior to our data visualization launch, the ballot return statistics was a table, posted to our
website daily, that simply contained the total number of eligible voters, ballots returned, and
percentage of ballots returned by county. The ballot status reports vpeowiding additional
data ¢ such as the ballot return date, the ballot return method, and challenge reason for
challenged ballotg but the average person likely does not have the tools or skills to summarize
this data themselves. We created the interaetiballot return statistics so that anybody,
regardless of level alata understanding or skill,an access the report andithin a few clicks

find information such akow many ballots were returned by mail in a specific countyhe top
reasons for chadinged ballots

We did a soft launch of the new interactive ballot return statistics report after the 2021 April
Special Election wasompleted.We went live with the new report beginning withe election
period for the 2021 Primarand will continue to povide the report for every election going
forward. Other currently available interactive reports include a statewide map of drop box and
voting center locations for the current election and a statewide map of Section 203 language
determinations and data/Ve anticipate developing other interactive reports for our website and
will continue tolook for ways to make information about elections more accessible to the public.
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WASHINGTON
@ Secretary of State
Elections Division

2021 General Election - Ballot Return Statistics

c . Returned Returns by Returns by 2017
ounties Ballots Day Method Comparison
Select a county Statewide Participating Counties Voters in Election
Adams -
Asotin All 39 Counties Participating
Benton Voters in Election
Chelan 4,814,675
Clallam Ballots Returned
Clark 1,920,218
Colum.b'a Percent Returned
Cowlitz 39.88%
Douglas
Ferry Ballots Accepted
Franklin 1,896,155
Garfield Percent Accepted
O
Grant 39.38%

Grays Harbor Ballots Challenged

24,063
- Percent Challenged
1.25%

Island

Jefferson

@ Reset Selection

Last updated 11/23/2021 5:00 PM

WASHINGTON

Secretary of State H H H
===F = 2021 General Election - Ballot Return Statistics
Elections Division
Statewide Counties ns by Returns by Age enged
Summary . Range Co
Tuesday, November 23, 2021 Return by Age Range County Voters 9% Returned % Challenged -
- by
27 Days After Election ®Retumed © Not Returned Adams 7753 53.9% | 148%
4,814,675 Voters in Election - AT Asotin 14,950 ds.3% | 0.86%
oy 4;';;_ 52‘1% Benton 125,458 20.4% | 142%
ss-c1 IEEED ] :
Total Returned Accepted Challenged .- — Chelan 50,421 Al | 0.88%
1,920,218 1,896,155 24,063 N P Clallam 57,161 4852 | 0.88%
- o | L-74
% Returned % Accepted % Challenged 83% o C‘ZTK 32:’;? iz';; : ;Z;
39.9% 39.4% 1.3% 2 655 | 835% e * - b
N N ° Cowlitz 71,692 26.2% | 122%
Douglas 25,601 Bs% | 0.77%
Return by Date Return by Method Ferry 5322 @60 | 078%
Frankiin 42379 287% | 3.04%
0401 Garfield 1,682 527% | 124%
Grant 47,565 8o.8% | 160%
Grays Harbor 43,404 37.2% . 1.05%
031 Mail Island 61,735 456 | 0.97%
' L Drop Box Jefferson 27,594 400% | 1.04%
36.19% King 1,400,428 44.0% | 132%
oM lll - II.I_- m_ Kitsap 186,464 40.0% | 0.98%
' ZERNSILSREER s eI eq Kittitas 30,177 0% | 141%
555535535355 m s Klickitat 15,954 446% | 1.91%
Total 4,814,675 39.9% 1.25%

Images from the interactive ballot return statistifte the 2021 General Electiofhe current
dashboardcan be foundn our websiteat https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/research/ballot
return-statistics.aspxeachelection.



https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/research/ballot-return-statistics.aspx
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/research/ballot-return-statistics.aspx
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LEGISLATIODPDATES

Washingtoncontinues toimplement legislation hat increa®s participation, transparency, and
FFEANYSaa Ay 2FaKAy3aadzyQa StSOGAzy adaeaisSvyao
In 2019, the state implemented the Future Voter programiich permits youth ages 16 and 17

to pre-register as voters (HB 1513, semgel0); same day registratignwhich expands the voter

registration period prior to each election (SSB 6021, see d&)eand automatic voter
registration(HB 2595, see padb).

In 2020, the state implemented the VOTE HAEEB 6313%ee paged), which increased voting
opportunities for young voters and implemented universal registration.

VoteWAhas proved instrumental in enacting much of this new legislation. Implementing the
Future Voter program, same day registration, and universal registratimnd not have been
possible on the previous systems used by the state and the coumtiesii S2 | @ime NB I f
connectivity expands voter accessibilistrengthers ballot accountability and reconciliation
processesand provides enhancedsecurity andprotection against potential cyber threat3.he
VoteWA system will continue to evolve to adapt to changes in election laws.

2021New Legislation

In 2021, thelegislature passed severaw bills affecting elections administration in
Washington.

A HB 1068 exempts election security information from public disclosure
o This bill @empts continuity of operations plans for elections operations and
records relating to security audits, risk assessments, and test results relating to
physical security or cybersaaty of election operations or infrastructure. Also,
any records that, if disclosed, might risk election infrastructure or security
o Effective dateof April 14, 2021.
A HB 1078 restores voter eligibility for persons convicted of a feloapd not serving a
sentencein total confinement
0 Affected persons must reregister to vote.
0 Goes intceffectJanuary 1, 2022
A SB 5013 regardinglocal redistricting deadlines
o0 Some provisiongvent into effectMay 3, 2021 other provisionswill be effective
January 12023
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A SB 501% prohibits thefraudulent portrayal of ballot drop boxes
0 Any person who misrepresents an official ballot collection site or device as an
official ballot drop box is guilty of a gross misdemeanor, which is punishable by a
maximum of 364 dys in jail and a fine of up to $5,000.
o Effective dateof July 25, 2021
A HB 115%; cleans up language dire district commissioner numbers
0 A district board of commissioners with five members may increase from five to
seven members if approved by a majgrof voters
o Effective dateof July 25, 2021.
A HB 1207 extends the &piration dates orDOL issued documernts eight years
o Every election2  a KAy 32y Qa @2 G S NisedlBgadtuiied dMdmi A 2 v
DOL as part of the ballot signature checking process. Receiving less frequent
signature updates from DOL may result in an increase in ballots challenged for
mismatched signatures and increase county workload to collect updated
signatues from voters.
o Effective dateof January 1, 2022.

The following bills, passed in 2020, had provisions that went into effect in 2021.:

A ESHB520c¢ requires election dates to be prominently displayed on ballot envelopes.
o0 Engrossed Substitute House Bill205was passed in 2020 and requires the
calendar date of the election to be displayed in bold, twepbmnt-or-larger font
on the envelope sent to the voter containing the ballot materials.
o This bill went into effect for all general elections beginningd@® Beginning in
2021, it went into effect for all primary electiongnd it will be in effect for all
electionsin 2022

A ESHB 242t allows forstate reimbursement of election coséd requires 2 OF £ @2 G S N.

pamphlets
0 C2NJ Y2NB AYyT2NXIGA2Y 2y GKA&A oAffX &SS
8.

A ESB 6313 increases voting opportunities for young voters.
o This bill was assed by théegislature in March 2020. Some provisions went into
effect in June 202@Gnd someprovisionswill go into effect in 2022 and 2023.
o For more information, see the VOREL section orpage9.
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LocalV2  SPRddipflets(ESHB 2421)

Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2421 was passed dethelature in 2020 and went into effect

July 1, 2021. The bill allows foounties to bereimbursed by the state forits share of election

costsfor all elections beginning in 2021. ESHB 2421 ralgoires county auditors to print and
distribute alocal vd SNE Q LJ YLKt SG 0 S 7T 2 aBspebigl Sddion. ThdJocdl NE
pamphlets must provide information on all measures and candidates within the jurisdiction.

¢CKS HAaHM tNAYINE 41 a& (GKS FANBOG StSOGA2y G2
requirements. County elections offices began working with each other and the state prior to
Candidate Filing Week in 2021 to compare pamphlet formats and contracts, prepare templates,
and share bespractices.As the Primary was the first election with thew requirements, the

Office of the Secretary of State surveyed the coungéibsut their preparation efforts for their

t NAYFNE 201t @2GSNBRQ LI YLKt SGao

I G20t 2F ySINI @& uxXprpZnnn €20t @G20SNEQ LI Y
the 2021 Primary Election. Certain counties are required under Section 203 of the Voting Rights

Act to provide voting materials in languages other than English. Adams, Franklin, and Yakima
counties whichare required to provide Spanish materigisoduced a bilingual pamphlet with

both English and Spanish translations. King County is required to provide Chinese and Vietnamese
and chose to produce a separate monolingual pamphlet for these languages.itioadal the

languages required under Section 203, King County also printed separate monolingual pamphlets

in Spanish and Korean.

I G2t 2F ySIENI @& ypXnnn 20t @2GSNEQ LI YLK
English for the 2021 Primanypcluding:

2,540 Chinese pamphlets in King County.

1,866 Vietnamese pamphlets in King County.

723 Korean pamphlets in King County.

79,526 Spanish pamphlets 961 in King County and 78,565 in Adams, Franklin, and
Yakimacounties

v v >

VoteWA continues to provaonline voter guidesn languageshat are covered under the Voting
Rights Act.
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VOTE Act Student Engagement HUESB 6313

The Voting Opportunities through Education (VOAdE)was passed by thieegislature in March
2020 and increases voting opponities for young voters.

One of the provisions of the VOPEt was the creation of student engagement hubsten
college and university campusesnime Washingtoncounties. This provisiowent into effect in
June 202@&nd requires that the student engament hubs be open for every general election.

Since implementatiojthe student engagement hubs have collectied86 ballots registeredB57

new voters,provided replacement ballotkor 611 voters, updated registrations fob604 voters,
andprovided other services for aadditional76 voters! The hubs saw less traffic in 2021 than in
2020, likely because turnoaind voter interestis bwer in oddyear elections tan in evenyear
elections.In 2020, the University of Washington hub locationKing Countgerved the most
voters, while in 2021 the Western Washington University location in Whatcoumtyserved the

most voters A full table of the data provided by the hub counties for the 2021 General is available
on page 57.

Student Engagemeritub Data

2020General 2021 General TOTAL
Ballots collected 894 392 1,286
New voter registrations 780 77 857
Replacement ballots 386 225 611
Updated registrations 370 134 504
Other services 44 32 76

Other provisions of ESB 6313 will become effective in 2022 and 2023. Beginning in 2022 17
olds may vote in the primary if they will be 18 by flodowing general electionSee the full ESB
6313 implementation timeline opage58 for more detaik on this and the othemprovisions of
the VOTHct.

1 From student engagement hub data as reported by the counties.
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Future Voter PrograntHB 1513)

The Future Voter program is a result of legislation that passed in 2018 and took effect July 1,
2019. This program allows 416énd 17#yearold Washingtm state citizens tosign upas future
voters and be automatically registered to vote when they turn 18.

Since the program began in 2019, 0@€&;000youth under the age of 18 have signed és. of
December 31, 2021, there wemarer 43,100 future votersin the program still under 18 and in
pending voter registration statu3his isanearly 57% increase from the number of future voters
in the programat the end of 2020.

Increased Youth Registration Rates

Looking at data from odgleargeneral elections,ater registration rates for the 180 24-year
old age range has been trending upward since 208&.percentage of the estimated 1& 24-
yearold populationthat is registered to votdas inceased from 40.6% in 2007 to 6%3n 2027
Since the Future Voter program was implemented in 2019, the percent of the estimated 18
24-yearold population that is registered to voteas increased from 57.1% to 623

Percent of Population Registered, 18-24 Age Range

70% 64.3%

60%
48.7% 49.2%

50%
40.6%

40%

The Future Voter
program is
implementedJuly 1,
2019

30%

20%

10%

0%
2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021

22021 population estimates come from the Office of Financial Management (OFM). Estimates of April 1 population
by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin. (2022, January 11). Retrieveuttipsniofm.wa.gov/washingtondata
research/populatiordemographics/populatiorestimates/estimatesapril-1-populationagesexrace-and-hispanie

origin



https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
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Qutreach efforts bythe Office of the Secretary of Stadexd other youth organizations across the
state have likely had a hand in this increase in youth voter registratibore information on
these outreach efforts can be found in tbheatreachprogramhighlight on page43.
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Same Day Registratiof8SB 6021)

Substitute Senate Bill 602ftassed in 2018 anidhplemented inJuly2019, allowsNashingtof2 a
voters to register to voter update their registrationn person up until 8 p.m. on an electioayl

and receive a ballot that same day. The deadline for registering or updating registration
information onlineor by mailwasextended, allowing voters to register or makgdates using
these methodsuntil eight days prior to arelection. The previous déine for registrationor
updates, by methods other than-jperson registrationywas 29 days before aglection.

A total of 1,200s0ters took advantage of same day registration (SDR) to register to voéesan
in the weekbefore the 2021 Primary and Geral Elections This total includesl15 who

registered inperson on the day of the Primary Election ai¥ who registeredin person on the
day of the General Electiand received a ballot. Nearly900voterscharged their registration
addresstransfering their registration to another countyn personduring the SDR peridaefore

the 2021 Primary and General

Compared t®2019 and 2020SDR numbers were low during the 2@2dctions.SDR transactions

in the 2020 electionsvere high due to increased interest in the elections and the Presidential
race on the ballotThelow interest in the 2021 elections, which had no statewide executive races
and only three statewide advisory votes to draw interasta likely factor inhe lower 2021
numbers.

In-Person Transactions During SDR Period

In-Person Transfers In-Person New Registrations

25K

20K

15K

10K

5K

oK

1,796
658

2018 Primary

5,667
4,025

2,305
1,353

2019 General 2020 Presidential

Primary

19,728

8,861

4,171
2,227

2020 Primary 2020 General

652 401

2021 Primary

1,242 799

2021 General
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Since SDR was implemented:

A Over 29,000 voterbaveregistered in persowithin the weekbefore a primary or general
election. Prior to SDR, no new registrations would have been allowed during this time
period. Nearly 95%f thesenew registrationiad a ballot counted in the election.

A Over 24,500 voters updated their registration addresses in person.

A Almost 400,000 voters updated their registration address and over 257,000 registered
during the period that was previousliynited to in-person transactions only.

In-Person New Registrations During SDR

Looking at the age range of new;person registrations during the SDR period prior to the 2021
General Election, it seems younger voters are more likely to utilize SDR.

In-Person SDR Registrations by Age Range

65+
10.7%

The 2534 age range made up the largest percent§g@.0%) of new in-personregistrations
during SDRDespite being the smallest age range in terms of estichatging-age population
(VAP) the 1824 age rangecomprised the second largest percentag@7.7% of new
registrations?

3 Voting-age population estimates come from OFM. Estimates of April 1 population by age, sex, race and Hispanic
origin. (2022, January 11). Retrieved frbottps://ofm.wa.gov/washingtondata-research/population
demographics/populatiorestimates/estimatesapril-1-population-agesexrace-and-hispanicorigin



https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
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Of course, older people are more likely to #leeadyregisteredto vote, which may be a factor
behind the lower SDR numbers for the higher age ranfiesughonly accounting for 22% of the
edimated VAP, the 6Blus age range nue up 24.3% of all registered voters. TheZdBage
range, whictaccountedor 11% of the estimated VAP, maup only9.2% of all registered voters.
Seethe voter participation sectioron page J for more informationabout registration and
turnout by age range

2021 General Election
Percent of Voting-Age Population, New SDR Registrations, and
Registered Voters by Age Range
% of VAP m % of New SDR Registrations H % of All Registered Voters
35%
30%
25%
20%

15%
10%
- ool
0%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64
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Automatic Voter Registration (HB 2595)

Since Hous8ill 2595 took effect July 1, 2019, the Department of Licen&@j_Jautomatically

registers to vote, or updates the registration of, any individual applying for or renewing an
SYKFIyOSR RNAGSNDRa fAOSyasS 2N L5 o autoniit werR dzl  a
registration, whereas previoustiiey had to opt in when applying for a license.

Other state agencies that verify citizenship and collect a signature as part of their services also
participate, including the Washington Health Benefit Exae. When applying to the Health

Benefit Exchange, applicants are offered the opportunity to register to vote. If they accept, a
registration form will prepopulate with information already provided by the applicant,
eliminating any need to reenter inforation.

In 202L, nearly900,000 registratiortransactions came from thBOL More than295,700 ofthese

were automatic registration transactions from individuals applying for or renewing their
SYKI yOSR RNMAGSNDE f A42600 dftBeiewerdidew regisuationshftids® EA Y I
new registrations ovei7,000had a ballot counted in the 2@Z5eneral Election.

Since being implemented in 2019, automatic voter registrations from the DOL have resulted in:

A over 595,000 automatic voter registration transactions from individuals applying for or
NEYySgAy3ad GKSANI SyKIFy OSR RNAGSNNRaE tAO0SyaSa

A over 88,000 new registrationsnd

A over 30,000 ballots counteith the general elections following the new registrations

Online automatic voteregistrationtransactiondrom the Health Benefit Exchan@gdBE)n 2021
totaled over 5400. This includesver 1,100 new registrations. Of the new registratiores/er 80
had a ballot counted in the 2Q25eneral Election.

Automaticvoter registration transactions through HBiEce implementatiornave resulted in:

A nearly 17,00Qegistration transactions
A over4,200new registrationsand
A over1,300ballotscounted in the general elections following the new registrations
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VOTER REGISTRATION
Active Voters

At the time of the 2017 General Election, Washington state had nearly 4.27 million active
registered voterswhich was an estimated 76 of the total votingage population (VAP) in
Washington By the 2021 General Electicthe number of active registered voters had increased
by 12.5% to over 4.8 iflion active registered voters, or an estimat@#.1% of the VAP.

A tableof 2017 and 2021 registered voter totals by county can be found in Appé&mmixpage
70.

Registration Transactions

Overl million voterregistration transactions were processed in 202f these about 21%were
new registrationsand 79%were updates Updates includeddress updatescounty to county
transfers and updates to registration typevhich indicatesa new form of registration was
received

The (DOL) has been the largest source of voter registration transaciary year since 24,

with the exception of 2020In 2020, the number of registration transactions initiated online
increagd, making online registrations the largest source of voter registration transactions for the
year, for the first time since 2011. This increase in online transactions in 2[&fyisdue to the
COVIBL9 pandemic and restrictions on-person activities collaboration with social media
platforms to provide direct links and accurate elections informatenmd the increased interest

in the presidential electionin 202L, DOL was once again tlhergest source of registration
transactions, makingp 581% of transactions.Registrations by mail were the second largest
source with 15.3% of transactions, followed closely yjine registratiors with 145% of
registration transactions.

Registration drives as a source of registration transactions have fieeleicedsince the COVID
19 pandemic began. Since 2007, registration drives have typically accounted for3%/wof all
registration transactions butaccounted for less than 1% in both 2020 and 2023person
registration transactions were also low in 2020 and 2021.

A table of2021registration transactions by monttan be found in Appendi@on page71l.

4 Registered voter totalarefrom countyreconciliation data and votingge population estimates are from OFM
Estimates of April 1 population by age, sex, race and Hispanic origin. (2022, January 11). Retrieved from
https://ofm.wa.gov/washingtordata-research/populatiordemographics/populatiorestimates/estimatesapril-1-
populationagesexrace-and-hispanieorigin



https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-estimates/estimates-april-1-population-age-sex-race-and-hispanic-origin
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Voter Registration Data Integritg ERIC

Population, and thus voter registration data, is fluid. Approximately 9% of Americans move, both
in-state andout-of-state, every yeat An estimated 60,000 Washington residents die every year.
YSSLIAY3A 21 aKAy3Idz2yQa @20SNI NBIAAZGNI GA2Yy RIFEGF O
To assist in this effort, Washington is a member of the Electronic Registhaformation Center

09wL/ 0 d 9-pvdfitorgdnizatiain ith yhe sble mission of assisting states to improve the

F OOdzN> O 2F ! YSNROIFI Qa @20SNI NRffa FyR MEONBI &

In 2012, Washington parared with the Pew Charitable Trust and six other stag€3olorado,
Delaware, Maryland, Nevada, Utah, and Virgita create ERIC. As Ofctober 2021, a total of
31states plus the District of Columbia are members of ERIC.

t I NOAOALI GAYIR GEND NBHEHAZAENY XA 2y YR Y202N FSKACC
0SAy3 adoYAIGGSRET GKS RFEGF A& Fy2y@YAIT SR FyR L
YR RNAGSNBQ fAOSyaS ydzyoSNE Aa SYONRBLIISR® 9w
4dzOK a GKS ! yAGSR {GlradSa t2adlt {SNBAOS I yR
LIF NI A OA LJF O Ay 3 identifyingSdtersavhainkve hMdedHeii-gate and outof-

state), deceased voters, duplicate registrations within the staded residents who are
potentially eligible to vote but are not currently registered.

Since joining ERIC, Washington state has received over 1.5 million records containing potential
in-state duplicate registrations, istate registration updates, deceas&dters, and voters that
have moved to another state.

2021 Total Since 2012
In-State Updates 86,920 925,615
In-State Duplicates 1,832 34511
Cross State Updates 89,204 515,976
Deceased 1,889 24666
Total 179,845 1,500,768

5 CPS Historical Migtion/Geographic Mobility Tables. (2021, November 12). Retrieved from:
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/timeseries/demo/geographiecnobility/historic.html

8 Components of population change. (2021, November). Retrieved fntips://ofm.wa.gov/washingtondata
research/populatiordemographics/populatioffiorecastsand-projections/statepopulationforecast

7 https://ericstates.org/

8 https://ericstates.org/



https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/geographic-mobility/historic.html
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-forecasts-and-projections/state-population-forecast
https://ofm.wa.gov/washington-data-research/population-demographics/population-forecasts-and-projections/state-population-forecast
https://ericstates.org/
https://ericstates.org/
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ST2NE SOSNE DSYSNIf 9fabl0ONB2 v§ IR @zOISBSanidB T2 211 &
YFEATAY3T fAald 2F LRGSYydAlrtfte StAaAEt S a0 delR SYdZNN
08 OwEKS LI2aiorNRa O2yGlrAy |y 2dziftAyS 2F StA3
GKS RAFTFSNBYy(d gsFea (Kx{NBFAAKSNIWYR. AXyAFTIAdA Kk / K
LI2adOFNRAE INBE LINPPARKBKRY A2 WENXF YOS BIBGE { SOG A
wAIKGa ! Odo

LY SLIWGSYoSNIZhaKmyIG2y &8uzi NRPDEMD IMNRpE nina adl 4 S
ARSYUAFTNERIEARLIBE 3IA0ES o0dzi dzy NEIAAUGSNBRD® ¢ KA
FYR ASdylFYSasS I y3dz 3S 7F28K v A{yAly OS2 deynfvBHs> | 2y1RA
YIEAf SR 2 O S2NdziioNIIR DEA {NER2: YD

-{_?:’;3\ ASHINGTON Elections Division
e, w
Igy Secretary of State  po Box 4022 &
i A e Olympla, WA 98504-0229 S 1 C1A L g HOKPRAFIT OAG
1.5, POSTASE PAID
. \»ELECTIEﬁ‘:I MAIL a
.m'\:e\lbr e Fosk SO B

— REGISTER TO VOTE — — INSCRIBASE PARA VOTAR — = o ®

)

Cur recerds show you are not Muestros registros indican que ustad
registered to voie. no esta inscrito para votar

Already registered? Plaass go to £¥a estd inscrita? Por favor visite
VateWi gow or call 1(800) 448-4881 WoreWaLgow o llame al 1(800) 448-4881
to confirm your voter registration. para confirmar su inscripcion electoral.
¥ou're eligible if you are at least 18 Leted e= elegible =i tiena por ko menos
yaars old, a U.S. citizen, and nat 18 afios de edad, es ciudadans de
under Deparimeant ol Corrections EE_ULL, y ne estd bajo la supervisicn
supervision far a Washingtan del Departaments Correceional por un
felony conviction. delito grave sn Washington,

To vote in the naxt alaction, Para vatar an las proximas elecciones,
ragiater anline or by mail. Your inscribase por intamet o comras. Su
ragistration must be raceivad, not inscripcion debs ser recibida para el
postmarked, by Oetober 25, You 25 de octubre, sin mportar la fecha dsl
can akso register in person at your matasello, También puede registrarse
County's Elections Office through an persona en la oficina electoral de
Movember 2, Flactian Day. su eondads shora y hasta el 2 de
Register online. Its quick and sasy, " more, Dia d las Blaccionse.

Go to VateWih gov. You can call Inseribasa por internet, as faeil y

1 (800} 448-4881 to raquest a ripade solo ingrese a Vole WA, gov,
paper registration farm, Visit Para pedic un formularia impreso,

ans wagowelections to locate llarme al 1 (BOO) 448-4881. Visita

yaur County’s Elactions Office. sos wa.gowalections para ubicar la

oficina electoral da su condade.

Image ofa translatedERIC postcard mailed in 2021.



2021Report on Elections in Washington State
CANDIDATE FILING 19

CANDIDATE FILING

In 2021, Candidate Filing Week took place May217Alldeclarations of candidadpr the 39
counties and the Office of the Secretary of Statere successfullprocesgd through VoteWA

The 2021Candidate Filing Week was the first egelar candidate filing period completed in
VoteWA. Candidate filing in odgears iscomplicated and contains many more offices and
districts than an eveiyear election.Despite this, the candidate filing period wassaccess
Several counties commented that it was the best and smoothest filing week they had ever
experienced.

Using VoteWA, candidates were able to view offices open for election, file online, view a list of
candidates that filed, pay filing fees, and subma G KSANJ adl GSYSyid FyR
Pamphlet. All 39 counties and the Office of the Secretary of State used the VoteWA system to
approve candidates and statements.

Offices Open for Election

A total of 3,28ffices were open statewide during filing week in 20Right of these were state
judicial positions, only twof which required filinghrough the Office of the Secretary of State

In an odd year, most offices up for election are local county officelkiding city or town mayor

and other positions in school districts and fire distridieese positions typically have feyear
terms. In 2017, a similar election year that provides the best comparison, 3,198 offices were open
for election.

Open Offices by District Type

City
School

Fire

2 |‘|

Water
Cemetery 181
Parks
Hospital
Port
Other

State Judicial

LJf
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Number of @ndidates Filed

In 2021,4,189 candidates filed successfully for office during filing week. An additib@al
candidatedfiled but opted to withdraw their candidacy by the withdrawal deadline of Monday
immediately following filing week. When a candidatdsfdo make a successful payment for a
filing fee or is not registered to vote in the district in which they are filing for office, the filing
office can reject the declaration of candidacy. Siitg declarations for candidacy were
submitted but not appoved by the counties.

Not including the withdrawn or rejected candidates, one filing was received for each of the eight
open state judicial positions. Local county positions received 4,181 filings.

The office with the most candidates was City of Seatihyd, with15candidates filed. The office

with the second most candidates was a City of Seattle Council Position, with 11 candidates that
filed. There were 510 offices for which no candidates filed during filing week, creating voids in
candidacy and promting special threeaday filing periods to be opened after filing wek.

LY HaAamMTX nXnpH OFYRARFGSE FTAE{SR FT2NJ 2 BFAOS
candidate filings into the state database at that time). In 2017, the office with the most
candidates filed was also City of Seattle Mayor, with 21 candidates filed.

Offices and Number of Candidates Fil€d
Numberof Candidated=iled Numberof Offices
0 510
1 1,807
2 649
3 232
4 63
5 12
6 2
7 3
8 1
9 1
11 1
15 1
Total 3,282

9 During the special threday filing periods, 148 candidates filed and were approved.
10 Approved candidates only.
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Filings by District Type

1815
1057
490
- 148 147 143 140 138 103
8
I D N D N s
City School Fire Hospital Water Port Other Parks Cemetery State
Judicial
Filing by Day

The most common day for candidates to file their declaration of candidacy was Monday, May 17.
40% of all filings were submitted on the Monday of filing week. Friday was the next most common
day for filing, making up 17% of filingdirfg in 2017 followed a similar pattern, with 42% of filings
occurring on the Monday of filing week and%2017% each day the remainder of the week.

Filings by Day

m2017 w2021

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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In 2021, across all types of filing methods, Monday was the most common filifg day.

Filing Method| M T W Th |

Counter I

Online I
— N -

Mail/Other I

Hling Method

Similar toprevious years, online filing was the most popular filing method in 28Z% of
candidatesOK2aS (2 &adzoYAG GKSANI OFYRARFGS RSOt NI
filing portat 10% submitted their filing information in pars at the counter of a county elections

office; and 3% filed by mail or special delivery.

In 2020, online filings hit an dlme high while in-person filings dropped significantiyost likely
due to the COVH29 pandemic. Though there was a small increase in the ratepsrson filings
in 2021, it was still lower than in 2019, perhaps due to the continuation of the GT®ID
pandemic. During the pandemic, candidates were urged to file ortleeigh filing via mail or at
the counter in an elections office were still available as alternative options.

Filing Method

Online Counter Mail/Other

90% 87%

76%
65%

53%
45%

33%

21%

oo 10%
3% 2% 2% 4% ° 3%

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

11 Candidate declarations received by mail were accepted beginning May 3, though counties may have waited until
Monday of filing veek to process them. Of the 105 approved and withdrawn candidates that filed by mail, only 9
were processed with filing dates before May 17.
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Filings by Payment Type

63% of filings were for positions with no filing fee. 31% of filings were paid by credit card, 3% by
check, and 2% byash.

Filings by Payment Type

Candidate Gender

Candidates filing for officen local electionsare more likely to be male than female. Of the
candidates in the 2021 Primary, 59.4% were male and only 37.7% were female. On the 2021
General Election ballot, 60.8% of candidategaveale and only 37.6% were female. Of the
candidates deemed electe@]1.76 were male an86.76 werefemale?!?

2t SNOSyilF3Sa R2y Qi FRR dzLJ 42 wmnm: RdzS (2 OFyRARFIGSE 6K:
classifiedas unknown or other. In the 2021 Primary, 2.9% of candidates were of unknown/other gender. In the

2021 General, 1.6% of candidates were unknown/other gender. Of the candidates deemed elected, 1.6% were
unknown/other gender.
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Candidate Gender in 2021 Elections

59.4% 60.8% 61.7%
37.7% 37.6% 36.7%
Primary General Elected

The proportion of female candidates in both the 2021 Primary and the 2021 General increased
by five percentage points from th2017 elections.

Percentage of Female Candidates

Primary M General

42%
38% 38%
° 36% 9
Elk 33% 33% 33% S5% 5% 33%

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Candidate Age

In 2021, candidates on tHeeneraballots were an average of 4.5 yeatder than candidates on
the Primaryballots Candidates who were deemed elected were an averagenefyear older
than all candidates in the Generahe female candidates were slightly younger on average than
the male candidates.

Average Age of Candidatés 2021

| Primary General Elected
Male 50.9 56.3 57.2
Female 49.4 52.3 53.3
All Candidates 50.2 54.7 55.7
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Looking &both gender and ageange, the largest group in the 2021 Primary Election was males
ages 3544, which made up over 15% of all candidates. In the 2021 General, the largest group
was males aget5 and over, which made up 20% of all candidates.

Age Range and Gender in 2021 Elections

M Primary - Male ® Primary - Female B General - Male ® General - Female

25%
20%

15%

10%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64

Y

The day gunger candidates filed for officdiffered fromtheir older counterparts. While the
majority of total filings occurred on the Monday of filing week, among th4.8ge range Friday
was the most common filing day. The older the candidate, the more likely were to file on
Monday.

Timing of Filing by Candidate Age Range

50%
40%

307

S

207

0%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64

X

1

=

Younger candidates were also more likely to file online. 96% of candidates in-2¥edfe
range filed online, compared to 77% of candidaagss 65 and over. Candidategyes 65 and
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over were more likely to file in persat a county than any other age group. None of the
candidates agel8-24 chose to file in person at a county elections office.










































































































































